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‘Ther= wae no phycicel training exercise in *+'~ morning nor were there any other
dutlies gs .in ordir -y milftary barracks.

|all companies were

Tu.l ~irength and | [some men were needed fcr digging. |

uorklng‘CUnditicns
I

The 0| [was located in a osmall VILAZE house con-
siuting of thres rooms and a cellar. The roomsicontained offices and the cellar
A suerel the company chief (Starshina) Minde

‘n billet situated
[tn 4 toir- “9m peazant houase, ‘'he family consisted of four persona.

‘Lhc furn:ture connlsted of plain sleeping bunks made
ol plaq&n covared with atraw and covered with canvas from bago.

‘Arcund|T pm when groups of tLrudovake returned from work they gathered neur'
the wou brought .in. . Thare ware. no_tablsa . or.tenchss

Ati9:30 ™. there was evening.
roll  enile The company sonsintad of about (5 mon, who stoed in a row while -
ar NCO read the 11int and checke.d the rresence. ‘After roll call the trudovaks
proce@ded to their billets. : '

"Thu next day at, 6 am thers wac reveille, after which the men got up, washed,
and gethered in front of 4the HR dbutldang.

i
“A kindlof colored water, silphtly swretcnedawes served as taa and a plece of
eread (856G grams pzr man) and a nicce of cheese (nhout L0 grams) was distributed.
Then the voldiera formed groups campo-ed of 200 ‘men under the charge of group
l~nders| (Otgovornik). The Starshina gave the daily work assignment to cach
group l@&der. Then the grouppeproveetied to the ‘etore where they were given
ta0ls. :
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. [
he piace uf werk wa s some one cr one and one-half km laway.

[a] Ovn
DN W R

“"The tonls were in very bad condition, Pick handles were too short, badly
ixed, blunt and often broken. shovels\ ‘
wvere made of roughly-made iren plates about one cm thick, Tixed

12

.any use and  there.was a real struggle between the men| for thems The 1ifti
such a heavy shovel (about 1C kg) wac an effort and ]digging was exhaustive
rka There was no zarpenter or blacksmith who could rlepair these tools.

"t men compiafned to the CO, pcinting out that an enorx;lous amount of their

BN e

s n:rgy was being wasteda The CO somforted the men by Hromieing them that soon
thay would finigh their wark and then they '.:ou.de be transferred.to another

placs whure sveryshing would pe at hand. |

w

A% the werk nicaggﬂm emplacements ccembined wit‘;‘h} shelters and ammunition
Jumps e
L

&ath-artl Ty emplaczmernt ccnsisted of a concqete plate in the form
: trele %wo m in dtameter, ~onsiructed below ground level. In both
cticm: from this conarete emplBcement two nhelternj‘bbilﬁ of bricks and
verad by brizk vaults were constructed. The length of| them was three m,
*he entranze the height was 1,60 m ard at the other 1‘ex:'ui the height' reached
1,80 and 2.20 respertively. The width of shelters wae jone m. In one of them
there were thred nichec whers *he scldi-rs could take cover during the firing of

<he guna

! .
i %
2
,1

d
A

"A% the cther cad of +he shelter ther was a twe by one neter artillery nhc_}%;‘
=

. . . . |
plpes fr»r.‘éuvort,mg rApt Mpter 1S 1% catered the shelter area.
IRCT I SO . .

dumps . At thesends of both shelters ver-awémhﬂ-lhmw“cj@ﬁneé’te’dmn:

“he.work the trudovakd had L¢ io consloted ol covering the shelters with coll Qnd
samosflaging them, while ons of the three groups of the company was employed: . i

in bticlding the ramaining part ~¢ the shelters, After the shelters had been covered -
cwith 6&ll, tuef had to dbu brough* in and planted so as to make tho whole site

wiead with the surroundiag ar:a. .
&Pk fixed norm tor ane groul sonuiated of covering with| aoil and camo)a!'lasgns
ans Kit: wlithdn Ywn work Aave.  Hewever, the C0 of my cio;npnny, Lieut Hrioto
Hristov wantsd o gt a quisk promotien and crdered the group to accomplioch
IERAAA | S

the porm an one day wnetaiad of oo,

“The groep luader (Otgevornik) Sietan, who hailed from the Eofia rogiom, &
driver by profhsaion, way Lrasifcrrnd to lnbor bottalions from the reguler

army. He tci4 hiy man in advanoe that. he didn't intend to drive them to work,
buar tf they would net work hard (ncugh, the CO would came the nexi doy and order
<hem to work &3 16ng As nesensary o finich their tack. The men, therefore,
worked like devils. ‘ .

”

g
‘
v

\
"About 12320 pm the midday m=at wac brought in. There ‘wi\a tomato gsoup with
paprika, but without any fat or meat. In sddition each of the men got three
40 four spring OnLonG.

b
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Sy anothcr artillery.emplacement. The conditions of
work were far worse than the trevaic. - day because the soil was full of stones. S
Abcut midday the company CO arrivesd and surveyed the work until.night. I: 50X1-HUM

ander the ofTficer’s eyes one has to give the
IR 1 N T TR o1 D A (T3 TR 1. F DR T AR TR I i o . : L8 i > ——bee - 50X1-HUM
te work.effectively’ as’little as possidble. The whole group worked thus with ‘
apparcnt energy and speed; ncbody even murmured a word, But when 7 pm came
much remained to be done. At 7230 the CO ordered the group to stop work,
although they finished only about two thirds of the norm. However, even this
was a feat, considering the circumstances.

50X1-HUM

f« "The political informaticn period lasted abort 15 minutes, between breakfast
and going to work., The (O of the company regxd, from the deily '_Rnb'otnichenko
Pelo’ tha survey.of the international situation ..{&° then he spokc shomtiREoen, -

50X1-HUM

s "The tollowing day wae i1pee from work. It wus the feast of Saint Cyril and¢Metody
lﬂ.’ 2h) and there was Q“&blcbrnmon (Sobor) in the village.

YPhe trudovak company with whiah 1 workeé consisted of 5OX1 -HUM
olajerssent from the regu 3

Five or 51x had-old riflas o!f the'lannlicher' .ype, formerly use € 8rmy 50X1 -HUM

ani they pertormed gierd duties. Ati others had no arms of any kind and

there was ne drill or wrdining.exeraises.

« "The trudovak; were very depressed, desperate, withowut joy of life. They all
complalned becAuse oi neavy work. inadeguate Tood-and long service. Many
weYs alraird that they would noit be able to complete their semioas, They hite
their 0 wholchaartedly and "at the same timo they were afrazd ot mm. R

thrs wis theslr xind of self-defense. The ration of bresd was so small that
1% was & usual thing that a4 trudovak eat up his ration at breakfast and at
the LO am shor< break, and thus he had nothing Jor his lunch and supper. He

wus 5011l hungryae .
'

. fhey worped pnosuch 5oway as Lo save themselves ram complete exhaustion and
ne
i

davs they received a4 ration of soap, swoup . R00 grams per man.  They
seid this soap to peasants for bresad. The majority of the soldiers in the
company were PCOr men who never recelved any food parcels frcom homes In
additici, they b led rom distant part: of the country and thereforse nobody

visited them,

. "Every 10
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| }5. T aex \wem no informe>s among the ol:l.gere. It didn't pay anyway. Apart from : i
‘\ that ¢ very*body hﬁd a hard time and ried to manage uom:hcw, Theré' were Tumors i
! that 1\: one of the ¢ arp.a colite inement ) 8 !
i .
i for the offenders 1
\ \ 50X1-HUM
i }6. “Relctlons between trudovaks and civiliene were good.] ‘
| ‘ | In the village, |
! there u“an a poat (Zastava) of Frcmtic?r Guards, and the relations between trudovake
ﬁ ~nd Frontier Guard soldiexs were qus’ - *crmnl, (contrary to previous experiencea,
| where ';ey had been very otrained).
\ L
E 7|

\ 50X1-HUM
|8cbor?, the celedration in-t ; |
quite a%large number of people gather d, but
!

- \ 50X1-HUM
oupariden to a.few years before, the T num’ber vas very small. There was no ‘
gatety arﬁ there used to Ye and evo*ybc}dy ‘looked lost in thought and depressed.
The pame was true. about the youth, forrenly full of care-free gaiety." |
‘ ‘»end « - \
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